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Pediatrics is the only discipline dedicated to all
aspects of the care and well-being of infants, children,
and adolescents, including their health — their
physical, mental, social, and psychological growth
and development — and their ability to achieve full
potential as adults. Pediatricians must be concerned
not only with specific organ systems, genetics, and
biologic processes, but also with environmental,

psychosocial, cultural, and political influences, all of



which may have major impacts on the health and well-
being of children and their families.
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